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Application/Control Number: 09/716,045 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3712 

Claim 9 is incomplete because the claim on which it depends from has been 
canceled by the examiner in accordance with MPEP 1214.06. Applicant is given a ONE 
MONTH TIME LIMIT from the date of this letter in which to present claim 9 in 
independent from. NO EXTENSIONS OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) WILL BE 
GRANTED. Failure to comply with this deadline will result in cancellation of claim 9 and 
this application will be abandoned. 
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J S PATENT 



NOTICE OF OFFICE PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPIES OK < MEDiJ S PA F 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS. AND PILOl ^ UAT b ^ ENT 

ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SUCH U S. PA ti> 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



THe United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) ptan « 

(I) cease mailing copies of U.S. patents and U.S. patent apphcation publications patent 

• refe^Ttrift O^cTactions except for citations made during the mtemational stage of an 

rtxxaminalionTroceedjngs; and (2) provide electronic access to. 

. <W,.l.ty of. theUSpatent references cited in an Office ac'aon v,a ^0**^™*™ 
JSSJL inform,^ Retrieval (PAIR) 
Reference " Before ceasing to provide copies of U.S. patent references wan un, ™"V' . 

Droiecl turtint with Office .etiom mailed »l«et December I . 

ri£n£ali publish *e rewlls in . nouce which will be posed on .he Office 

Ktr^roZVMKl in the PMcnt Officii Odette (00 ) to enter » « the »ew ^"«V 

opu^prepared by the USFTO for international apphcattons dunng the mtemattonal stage and 
for reexamination proceedings. 

• Description of Pilot Project to Provide Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 
References 

~„ r~rm PTO RQ2 in Office actions, as we 1 as L S patents and L» 5. patem uppuv.- 
examiner on form PTO-8VZ in uince acuo < . 9 f ^ jps Thc retrieval 

encoded as Adobe Portable Document format ( pdO files. wh.ch .s an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc removal capability from other USPTO system. 



Steps to Use the New E-Patent Reference Feature Our.ng the Pilot Project and 
Thereafter 

Access to pnvatc PAIR is rcqu.rcd to utilize E-Patent Reference. ^^^^ 
access to pnvatc PAIR, the Office urges practitioners and applicants no * 
oractiuoner. to take advantage of the transition period to obtain a no-cost USPTO ™K *ey 
E£££ <PK1) digitaUertificate. obtain a USPTO customer 
nendiiia and new application filings with their customer number, install no-cost software 

uiToffice) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent 
2 wropriate arrangements for Internet access. The full instrucaons l"*^** 
digital^ficate are available at the Offices Electronic Business Center (EBCV m*** «^ 
^./A M ww.u Snto . g ov /^Hnwnlo^.html>. Note that a notarized s,gnature will be required to 

obtain a digital certificate. 

To get a Customer Number, download and complete the Customer Number R ^\J^' PT0 " 

transmitted by facsimile to the Electronic Business Center at (703) 308-2840. or ^juieo ^ o . » 
Sdress on the form. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent, thCT your region 
number must be associated with your customer number. This »s accomplished by ^d»ng your 
S^ion number to the Customer Number Request form. A description of associating a 
customer number with an application is described at the EBC web page at: 
htip-y/www.ugp tn »v/ehc/re«istration pair.html 

Tbe E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on 
Ordinarily all of the cited U.S. patent and US. patent application publication references wtHoe 
available over the Internet using the Office's new E-Patent Reference ^J^^of** 
references to be downloaded will be displayed by E-Patent Reference so the ; dowrdoad umecan 
be estimated. Applicants and registered practitioners can select to download all of preferences 
or any combination of cited references. Selected references will be downloaded^ ^complete 
* documents as Adobe Portable Document Format ( P d0 files. For a limited penodof t im e Jte 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage applicant to use ttus 
newfom «A if needed, to take the steps outlined above in order to be able to utilize this new 
feature during the pilot and thereafter. 

During the two-month pilot, the Office will evaluate the stability and capacity of the E-Patent 
Reference feature to reliably provide electron.c access to c.ted I S. patent and U.S. patent 
aoolication publication references. While copies ofl." S patent and ! S patent application 

references cited by exam.ners w,U continue to be mailed with Othj 
the pilot project, applicants are encouraged to use Ac private PAIR and the E-Patent Reference 
feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and I S patent appl.canon 
publication references 'so the Office *. II be able to object, vely evaluate M V«(™^™ 
public is encouraged to submtt comments to the Office on the usability and performance of the 
E-Patent Reference feature dunng the pilot Further, during the pilot period registered 
practitioners, and applicants not representee: hv , pract.t.oner. are encouraged to experiment with 
[he feature develop a proiic.cncv in using :ne icuiure. md esiabl.sn new .ntemal processes tor 
us.ng the new access to the c.ted U S patents ar.J I S patent appl.cat.on oubl.cations to prepare 
for the anticipated cessation of the current tjff.ee nract.ee of <upnK ... ^p.es of such cited 



references The Once plans to continue to pro', v.< access «o :h< F. Pat.-nt Reference feature 
during its evaluation of the pilot. 

Comments 

Comments concerning the E-Patent Reference feature should be in writing and directed to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at the USPTO by electronic mail at e Referencetgiuspto.gov or 
by facsimile to (703) 308-2840. Comments will be posted and made available for public 
inspection. To ensure that comments are considered in the evaluation of the pilot project, 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 1 5. 2004. 

Comments with respect to specific applications should be sent to the Technology Centers _ 
customer service centers. Comments concerning digital certificates, customer numbers, and 
associating customer numbers with applications should be sent to the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at the USPTO by facsimile at (703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above, the 
Office expects to implement its plan to cease mailing paper copies of U.S. patent references cited 
during examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2, 2004; although copies 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent literature, will still be mailed to the 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been scanned into IFW. 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning the E-Patent 
Reference feature and questions concerning the operation of the PAIR system should be directed 
to the EBC at the USPTO at (866) 217-9197 The EBC may also be contacted by facsimile at 
(703) 308-2840 or by e-mail at EBC@uspto.gov. 

Nicholas P Godici 
Commissioner for Patenis 



